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A complicating factor in today’s garden market is 
turfgrass fertilizers and preemergence weed control prod-
ucts are often available only as combined products. Newer 
(less than 20 years old) and older lawns should be man-
aged differently for resource efficiency and environmental 
stewardship. This publication provides timely information 
for Kentucky bluegrass, tall fescue and other cool season 
grasses (perennial ryegrass and fine fescues).

Newer lawns often struggle due to soil low in nutri-
tional value and high weed pressure. They are best man-
aged by making a fertilizer plus preemergence herbicide 
application in late April/early May followed by a second 
application in early June.

Older lawns need less fertilization to perform well 
and have lower weed pressure. Preemergence weed control 
plus fertilizer applications are optional based on need and 
desired outcome.

Resources
Proper Lawn Aeration—https://​bit​.ly​/CSUaeration
Bluegrass Billbugs—https://​bit​.ly​/UMNbillbug
Managing Billbugs in Turfgrass—https://​bit​.ly​/PUbillbug
Broadleaf Weed Control—https://​go​.unl​.edu​/NEbroadleafweed
Brown Patch—https://​byf​.unl​.edu​/brown​-patch
Crabgrass Control—https://​go​.unl​.edu​/NEcrabgrass
Establishing Lawns from Seed—https://​go​.unl​.edu​/NEturf​-seed
Improving Turf in Fall—https://​go​.unl​.edu​/NEturf​-fall
Irrigation Audit—https://​go​.unl​.edu​/NEirrigation​-audit
Summer Patch—https://​bit​.ly​/PSUsummer​-patch
White Grubs—https://​bit​.ly​/PUwhite​-grub
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